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The Rattrap Summary Class 12

Class 12 English Chapter 4 The Rattrap Summary for Board Exam 2023-24 - In this post,
| am sharing the detailed The Rattrap Summary Class 12, About the Author, Theme &
Message. If you are going to appear at the upcoming CBSE Class 12th Exam 2023-24, You

must learn this chapter, because various questions are asked from The Rattrap Chapter.
The Rattrap About the Author

Selma Lagerlof was born in Sweden in 1858. She grew up on her family's estate and only left
when she went to a teachers' college in Stockholm in 1881. After becoming a teacher in
Landskrona in 1885, she started writing. Even though she wrote poetry since she was young,
she didn't publish anything until 1890. Her stories have been translated into many languages.
All of her stories share a common idea: the belief that love can bring out the natural goodness
in people.
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Theme of the Rattrap

"The Rattrap," written by Selma Lagerlof, is a short story about an old peddler and thief who
feels disappointed with life who is taken in and shown generosity by a young woman. Her
kindness changes his bitter attitude about life. Justification of the Title Selma Lagerlof gives a
very apt and logical title to the story. The metaphor of the rattrap is very effectively used. The
whole world is nothing but a big rattrap. All riches, joys, food and shelter are just baits. The
moment anyone touches the bait, the rattrap closes in on him. Then everything comes to an

end.
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Message of the Rattrap

In the story, the author Selma Lagerlof conveys a definite message. The story has a universal
appeal. The essential goodness in a human being never_dies. It can be awakened through
understanding and love. Miss Edla awakens. the basic goodness of the peddler. He is

transformed into a noble person in the end.
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The Rattrap Summary

The story begins like a fairy tale: "Once there was a poor man who sold rat-traps made of wire."
He didn't earn enough from these traps, so he resorted to begging and sometimes stealing small
things. Then, he had a thought that the world is like a rat-trap full of things trying to tempt
people. Just like a rat is tempted by the cheese in a rat-trap, people are tempted by things like
wealth and power.

The man selling rat-traps lived a poor life without enough food or proper shelter. So, he looked
upon the world like this in the light of his own sufferings. Once he took shelter in the house of
a man who had been a crofter in Ramsjo Iron-Works. The man was without any family and

was lonely. He welcomed the peddler.
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The crofter was friendly and generous. He was offered supper and tobacco. They also played a
game of cards, told him about his life, and showed him the thirty kroner that he kept near the
window. The peddler stole the money and left. Initially, he was happy to get the money but
very soon fearing detection, he avoided the highway.

He then saw the forge of the Ramsjo Iron-Works and went there to spend the night near the
forge. At that time, the iron-master, the owner of the factory, came in. The iron-master mistook
him to be his old friend, Nils Olof, with whom he had served in the regiment.

To help his friend who he perceived had fallen into bad days, he invited the peddler to his
house. The peddler realized that the iron-master was making a mistake but hedid-not correct
him in a hope that he might give him some money. He did not want to go to the iron-master’s
house as he feared that he might be detected.

The ironmaster sent his daughter when he failed to convince the peddler. The kind-hearted
daughter of the ironmaster, Edla Willmansson, was compassionate and loving. She suspected
that the man might have committed some crime. But she ignored that and thought that the man,
haunted by fear, must have lived a miserable life.

She wanted to give him at least a night’s peace and security. She assured the peddler that in her
house, he would be safe and he would be free to leave anytime. She persuaded him to be her
guest on the Christmas Eve. The genuine compassion Edla showed gave the man a sense of
peace and security. He slept as if he wanted to make up for the sleepless nights he had spent
throughout his life.

The following morning, on Christmas Eve, the ironmaster and his daughter discussed how to
help the peddler.-The ironmaster planned to help him regain his health and also to assist him in
finding a vocation for himself.

The peddler was bathed, shaved and given a hair cut. When he presented himself to his host,
the ironmaster realised that it was not his comrade. He threatened to call the sheriff but Edla
intervened. She persuaded her father to let him stay and not to chase away a person who had
been promised good cheer by the ironmaster.

The daughter gave him the suit that he was given to wear and she invited him next Christmas
also and assured him of secrecy and security. The peddler was overwhelmed. The next
morning, he left the manor house. But before leaving, he left the packet containing the thirty

kroner of the crofter.
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He wrote a letter to Edla asking her to return the money to the crofter. He wrote that she had
treated him with respect as if he were a real captain. She had treated him as a man and not as a
thief. That genuine regard had induced him to be a better man and give up stealing. The genuine
compassion and kindness of Edla changed the life of a thief and turned him into a better man.

The Rattrap Summary Class 12 in Hindi
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